Expression of adhesion molecules during normal pregnancy.
We review the available information regarding the role of adhesive molecules as potential participants in the complex events of fertilization, embryogenesis, implantation and placentation. Studies that specifically relate to the expression and modulation of adhesive molecules in fertilization, embryogenesis, and implantation have been identified in the literature and by Medline searches. Cell-cell and cell-extracellular matrix interactions play a critical role in various developmental processes and in the cascade of events that lead to implantation and to the normal development of the fetus during pregnancy. Adhesion molecules influence, directly or indirectly, numerous aspects of cell behaviour, cell migration, cell growth, cell survival, cell proliferation, angiogenesis, invasion and metastasis.